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Joy and Cour age

A
s I was wak ing up a week ago the Lord said to me, “Pe ter, what do you
think I was think ing when I opened my eyes when I was un der My grave
clothes in the tomb?”  So I laid in my bed think ing, “Well it was prob a -

bly a lot dif fer ent than my wak ing up. You were prob a bly think ing en tirely dif fer -
ent.” If you can re mem ber He died on a Fri day, so all day Sat ur day His body lay
there in the tomb while He Him self went down to the gates of Hell to let the pris -
on ers free. But His body was just ly ing there, dead. And then on Sunday morn -
ing when the sun was ris ing, He blinked His eyes open and for the first time in a
few days, blood started pump ing through His veins. His arms were def i nitely
asleep and tin gling; the blood starts com ing through His body. His brain is re -
spond ing. He blinks open His eyes. 

Now be fore, at the cross and all pre vi ous, He was King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords but He had just been con fined to a hu man body. He was not omni-pres -
ent and not omni-pow er ful in the sense that He was at cre ation in or der to com -
pletely un der stand us. How ever, af ter the cross and res ur rec tion, He still had His 
mor tal body. He said, “Don’t cling to Me. I need to go and get My glo ri fied
body.” Here He is in the tomb awak en ing in His nat u ral body. He can still feel
the blood flow ing through His veins, He mus cles warm ing up. He blinked His
eyes open. I sus pect the an gels were stand ing there be side Him. I can see them
flut ter ing their wings and say ing, “Okay, He’s up!” Je sus opens His eyes and the 
first thing that came to my mind, He prob a bly said this, be cause when cre at ing
the world He said, “This is good!” When He cre ated man He said, “This is very
good.” Now I sus pect He said, “This is go ing to be a very, very good day!” 

All con jec ture, it may not even be true, but it was some thing the Lord was 
try ing to teach me. The power of the res ur rec tion is in how we look at each day
and each morn ing. It is n’t some day we cel e brate in March or April at Easter
time. It is a day we cel e brate be cause we live it ev ery day, the strength and
power of the res ur rec tion. There fore ev ery morn ing when I blink my eyes open,
I should say, “It is a very, very good day!” Whether I feel the flut ter of an gel
wings or not I should still say that. Amen. This is the day the Lord has made, we
will be glad and re joice in it.

In tro duc tion
I’d like to teach to day on a strat egy against de pres sion and dis cour age -

ment, a strat egy to over come that. It is one thing to say, “I’m just go ing to con -
quer de pres sion. I’m just go ing to do it!” It is an other thing to have a strat egy on 
how to do it. And so, those who have a strat egy tend to suc ceed and for that we
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need the Holy Spirit. Je sus died upon the cross for our sins. He was risen from
the dead for the very idea of hav ing res ur rected power, so that He could as cend
to the right hand of the Fa ther. He as cended to the right hand of the Fa ther so that 
He could send us the Holy Spirit. I cel e brate Pen te cost more than any thing else.
I need the Holy Spirit in my life ev ery day. That is my main strat egy. 

Do you re mem ber who Joshua was? Joshua was Mo ses’ ar mor bearer.
What kind of job is that?! Joshua was be ing mentored by Mo ses. He was watch -
ing Mo ses. He was see ing what was go ing on and, more im por tantly, the re la -
tion ship be tween Mo ses and God and what that meant to his mas ter. He took it
all in. None of it was wasted on Joshua. 

In the first chap ter of Joshua it says, “You know what, you are go ing to go
to the Prom ised Land where Mo ses could n’t go.” So, Joshua was no lon ger just
an ar mor bearer; he was now the leader. Over and over again in this first chap ter
the Lord says to Joshua, “Be strong and cou ra geous. Be very strong and cou ra -
geous. Be strong and cou ra geous. Be cou ra geous, be strong. Be strong,” over
and over again. Why? Joshua knew how to carry the ar mor of Mo ses. I don’t
know if I’ve ever read scrip ture where Mo ses ac tu ally put it on. . . So Joshua’s
job had lit tle mean ing.  

But while watch ing Mo ses and the re la tion ship he had with God, you
would think there would n’t be a prob lem for Joshua to be strong and cou ra geous 
con sid er ing all of the mir a cles that he had wit nessed, Egypt be ing de feated, Is -
rael be ing vic to ri ous over all things, the part ing of the Red Sea. What would the
Prom ised Land har bor that he would need to have even more strength and cour -
age ??? Well, God said that to him be cause Joshua needed to be re minded to be
strong and cou ra geous; that was the strat egy, God’s strat egy to en cour age. It is
also our strat egy to do the same to one an other, to en cour age each other be cause
we are weak in the flesh. We are weak in our nat u ral be ing, how ever in the Spirit
we are strong! We over come the en emy by the blood of the Lamb and the word
of their tes ti mony, that tes ti mony of en cour age ment. En cour age ment is a strat -
egy, one that we should not for get. En cour age your self! Ev ery body de serted
Da vid, his men walked away, say ing, “What kind of king is this? We don’t
need this!” It says that Da vid went down and en cour aged him self in the Lord.
Just so, we need to en cour age our selves and each other. If we are not do ing that
we are miss ing a ma jor strat egy that God has for us, His pro vi sion for us. 

The Usual Traps
How many of you are not do ing this? In stead of be ing en cour aged you

say, “This is n’t go ing to work.” How many times do I wake up with a bad dream
and say, “No, no and def i nitely no.”? That’s not a very en cour ag ing word but in -
stead I’m con front ing the en emy. Better, I need to wake up from such dreams
and say to my self, “The Lord is strong and mighty and His Spirit runs through
my heart and I will not give up! I will be strong in the Lord. I will be cou ra geous
in the Lord, not in my own strength, not in my own cour age but in the One given
me for that cir cum stance.” 
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Some one once said, “We are al ways lim it ing God’s power.” How are we
do ing that? By not hav ing a strat egy. We are go ing through our life say ing,
“Well, I don’t know what cir cum stances I’ll find but I hope I get through it, by
the grace of God and I’ll hang on by the ‘skin of my teeth.’ I’ll just
‘white-knuckle’ through this things.” Are we guilty of this? The lim i ta tions we
put on God’s power are be cause we put our faith and our trust in our selves even
though we know better. 

I know that the Holy Spirit gives us the power to un leash the power of the
Lord to break down these lim i ta tions by know ing the will, the pur poses and the
in tent of God’s heart. The only way that we can know the will, the in tent and
pur poses of God’s heart is by the Holy Spirit, the writ ten Word of God, re vealed
in cir cum stance, re vealed in the mouth of your brother and sis ter. In James chap -
ter 1, it says that we should con sider it all joy when we go through var i ous tri als.
Why? Be cause we know that the end re sult of that is proven char ac ter, the char -
ac ter of Christ formed in us. How won der ful it is af ter wards but when you are
go ing through it, there is not that much en cour age ment, so we just “per se vere”
through them. How ever, it is also for the JOY set be fore us! Don’t for get that;
the Joy of the Lord is our strength. What ex actly is the Joy of the Lord? Some -
times it is go ing to be the word of the tes ti mony of your brother or sis ter. 

Yes ter day, I had a 24 hour bug and I could n’t eat, could barely drink any
wa ter, fe ver was up. I got out of bed a cou ple of times but could n’t do any thing I
tried. My grand chil dren, Lilian and Luke were there and Gram was babysitting
(not fair for her) and I could do al most noth ing to help. By the end of the day
their par ents came to pick up the kids and while they were al ready out by the car
and on their way out , Luke co mes run ning back and says, “I just want you to
know, Granddad, I’m pray ing for you.” I could “white-knuckle” all I could want 
but when you get that kind of en cour age ment, I don’t have to! You see, the Joy is 
set be fore me in this lit tle boy’s heart. The next day I woke up and blinked my
eyes open and said, “This is go ing to be a very, very good day.” The fe ver was
gone and the bug was gone. I wish all of our tri als were only 24 hours long, or
three days and three nights. 

Joshua had to face much more than this. He had a whole army to put to -
gether that did n’t re ally know how to fight that well. They had to face gi ants that 
were in the land which he knew about be cause he and Ca leb had pre vi ously
spied it out. But the Joy that was set be fore him was the land flow ing with milk
and honey, with pro vi sion be yond his ex pec ta tion. So you see, we are not just to
“white-knuckle” and to hang on and to per se vere for the sake of per se ver ing. A
lot of re li gions of fer that, but we have a JOY that is in ex press ible. When Je sus
was res ur rected from the dead, the Power of the grave was over come, the power
of Death in all of our cir cum stances was over come! It was bro ken! You can have 
that Joy now. Even in per se cu tion, you can have that Joy. Even when peo ple
come against you, you can have that Joy.
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This is not some thing you should take lightly. De pres sion is a very se ri -
ous mal ady. It can lead to a spi ral ing down ward de pres sion; it can lead to sui -
cidal ideas and thoughts. One in ten peo ple you know, as psy chi a trists say over
and over again, are con sid ered sui cidal in their life at one time or an other. Con -
sid er ing sui cide is not just think ing about it, but hav ing a way and a plan to com -
mit it . . . one in ten, even in this room. I asked my pri mary care phy si cian, “Did
you ever ask your pa tients if they had prob lems with de pres sion?” She said,
“No, I’m a pri mary care phy si cian.” But, pri mary care  should in clude men tal
health. Our men tal health de pends on the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit has
given us a strat egy to read the Word of God, to be in fel low ship with Him, the
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, to wor ship Him. Our strat egy of wor ship is
not just for Sunday; it is for ev ery day of our life. To hear the word of en cour age -
ment from our broth ers and sis ters, that is our strat egy. It is no won der the men -
tal health phy si cians, psy chi a trists of ten will set up self-help groups. They know 
that en cour age ment is an im por tant part of the whole pro cess. 

I’ve told this story be fore, I was put in charge of putt ing to gether a com -
mit tee of psy chi a trists, sixty-five of them, in New York City to re vamp the en -
tire pro gram the VA had for home less vet er ans on the street of New York. Be fore 
that pro gram was put into ef fect, you would find them, put them into a van and
take them up to Middletown, putt ing them into a big fa cil ity to do “time-out.”
That was the pre vi ous strat egy! And so, the psy chi a trists got to gether and said,
“You know what we are do ing wrong, we are cat e go riz ing ev ery body. We are
putt ing them all into pi geon-holes. But ev ery body is dif fer ent. They need en -
cour age ment to the in di vid ual per son that they are, who God meant them to
be.”

Af ter it was all over, the lead ing psy chi a trist and I were work ing closely
to gether. (God only knows why I was do ing this be cause all I had was psy chol -
ogy 101 and by the way I found it bor ing.) He and I were work ing hand in hand
with this whole pro gram and I be gan to see that some thing within his spirit was
dif fer ent. He had a clos ing re mark, “You know sta tis tics say that no mat ter what
we do as psy chi a trists and psy chol o gists (a lot in that room in Manhattan), we
know that no mat ter whether we give them med i ca tion or ther apy, as many as
get better or get worse, it will make no dif fer ence whether we treat them or not.”
How would you like that job? No mat ter what you do will not make a dif fer ence! 
I thought how could he say such things? Then he turned and looked right at me
and said, “But we know that there is one thing we can give ev ery one and that is
Hope.” 

I know; I talked to him about that Hope. I know that he had talked to
many of his col leagues about that Hope. He was a Chris tian. Is n’t that good?!
We have our Hope in our Lord Je sus Christ. It is n’t some in tan gi ble Hope that
we have some where down the road; it is Hope that we have now in the cir cum -
stances, the ones we have now. For some rea son we don’t like to talk about de -
pres sion. We don’t like to talk about sui cide in our so ci ety. But let me tell you ,
we may never have the op por tu nity here on Sunday to talk about this, but in a
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home group where you can link your life to gether with other peo ple,
one-on-one, you can. You can open up your heart and say, “You know, I’m hav -
ing a se ri ous prob lem. When I hear the Word of God on Sunday I find it so en -
cour ag ing, but come Mon day morn ing, I could care less . . . The cir cum stance I
find my self in is not like any thing I have ever seen any body else go through and I 
don’t know how to deal with it. You don’t know the di ag no sis that I have had. I
don’t know how to get through this prob lem.” Now your broth ers and sis ters can
come along, put their arm around you and say, “No, no. I have ac tu ally been
there. See I was di ag nosed with can cer. I know my fam ily went through a di -
vorce. I know . . . what it is like to be de serted.”

Je sus did too! He looked down upon His dis ci ples from the cross. What
was go ing on in the nat u ral? He was n’t just in the Spirit. His nat u ral mind was
work ing too! He said to John, “Lis ten, take care of My Mom. My God, My God
why have You for saken Me?!” In the Gar den of Geth sema ne, the dis ci ples
could n’t even stay awake for a lit tle while. There will be times even in a home
group when you think your friends have de serted you. Let me tell you they
have n’t be cause the Holy Spirit is within them. 

Get ting Ready for Cir cum stances

Let’s turn to Luke. Je sus had a right to be de pressed in the nat u ral.
He knew what was ly ing be fore Him and He did n’t want to go through it.
He knew His dis ci ples would be let ting Him down, even Pe ter. He knew
that some how they did n’t get it that He was go ing to be raised from the
dead. Some how they did n’t get the whole pic ture. “How do You know all
these things, Lord?” They were n’t yet bap tized and filled with the Holy
Spirit. They had a mea sure but Je sus had not as yet as cended to the Fa -
ther. 

Luke 22 39 And He came out, and went, as His cus tom was, unto the
mount of Ol ives; and the dis ci ples also fol lowed Him. 

So there they were. Here’s our group. What pow er ful men they
were and would soon be and when they ar rived at the place He said,

40 And when He was at the place, He said unto them, Pray that ye
en ter not into temp ta tion.

Pray that they would not en ter into temp ta tion. What does that
mean? When you pray, do you pray that you won’t en ter temp ta tion?
What temp ta tion? “Lord, I pray that I won’t sin to mor row. I pray won’t
have lust in my heart. Lord, I pray that I won’t steal, I won’t covet, I won’t . 
. .” No, that’s not what it is about. The temp ta tion they were fac ing that
He was re fer ring to in this pas sage, was the temp ta tion of dis cour age -
ment, of de pres sion, the cir cum stances tak ing over their life, their spirit.
He said that they should pray that they would n’t fall into that temp ta tion.
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What do peo ple do when they are very de pressed? They not only think
and con sider sui cide but they say, “That’s it. I’m out of here.” And they
fall asleep. They don’t know what else to do, hop ing that some how sleep
will give them strength. 

I know. I’ve been there. One of the early times when I was dis cour aged as
a young boy, I was de liv er ing pa pers ev ery week and I had a large pa per route,
150 cus tom ers. They were n’t all nice cus tom ers. They did n’t al ways have their
45 cents a week ready for me when I came to col lect. I knew that ev ery Fri day I
had to meet this guy in a car down by the train sta tion who would col lect money
from me from my cus tom ers. I had to keep re cords which of them paid and
which did n’t. Some were li ars. They might say, “We al ready paid you last
week!” No they did n’t. I have a guy wait ing for me at the train sta tion and he’s
go ing to want some of that money! Then the worst thing hap pened; the guy at
the train sta tion had an al co holic prob lem. He said one time that I had n’t given
him any money! My dad came to me and said that he was told I had n’t given the
pa per their money. “Dad, how can you think that I would just do such a thing!
Why would I do it? How do you think I could get away with that?” I thought later 
that I should re ally pray for this man. What he had done was ter ri ble, not just to
steal but to steal from a kid like that just be cause you have an al co hol prob lem.
Yet his choices were prob a bly few. I went into a de pres sion. I thought, “What
hope is there?” Then I fell asleep.

Je sus says, “Pray that you would not en ter into that kind of temp ta tion.”
Da vid did n’t fall asleep. Joshua did n’t fall asleep. They both had a strat egy.
They had al ready been there in that de pres sion; they al ready knew how to over -
come. Scrip ture says:

40 And when He was at the place, He said unto them, Pray that ye
en ter not into temp ta tion. 41 And He was parted from them about a
stone’s cast; and He kneeled down and prayed, 42 say ing, Fa ther, if
thou be will ing, re move this cup from Me: nev er the less not My will, 
but Thine, be done. 

What a won der ful prayer. You know the text of Cal vary was al -
ready writ ten right here. The vic tory had al ready been won. 

43 And there ap peared unto Him an an gel from heaven, strength en -
ing Him. 

The cir cum stances you are go ing through, the de pres sion you are
go ing through is n’t just a nat u ral de pres sion, it is n’t just nat u ral cir cum -
stances for you. Ev ery thing that you go through has a spir i tual con -
text! What Je sus was go ing through caused the an gels to come to
en cour age Him. It was n’t just nat u ral, it was n’t just the fact the Jews were 
up set with Him, it was n’t just the fact that He was go ing to be cru ci fied
upon the cross, rather there was a spir i tual con text to this. In your life it is
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the same! Don’t think that you are just a nat u ral man or a nat u ral woman.
You are a Spir i tual man; you are a Spir i tual woman. The Lord is call ing
you to be in His army! An army of overcomers, an army that’s not go ing
to fall asleep. He does n’t need sleep ers. He does n’t need an army that is
go ing to look down when trou ble co mes in the door; He wants to have an
army that looks up straight into the en emy’s eyes and say, “What are you
do ing here?! Get out.”

44 And be ing in an ag ony He prayed more ear nestly; and His sweat
be came as it were great drops of blood fall ing down upon the
ground. 

Well, He knew He had to not just shed blood but He had to die for
us. 

45 And when He rose up from his prayer, He came unto the dis ci -
ples, and found them sleep ing for sor row, 46 and said unto them,
Why sleep ye? rise and pray, that ye en ter not into temp ta tion.

You may not be phys i cally sleep ing here this morn ing, but are you spir i -
tu ally sleep ing, try ing to avoid the cir cum stance be cause you don’t have any
Hope? The Hope you have is in your brother and sis ter and their tes ti mony. The
Hope you have is the re la tion ships you form in home groups in your Chris tian
com mu nity. The Hope you have is in the res ur rec tion power of Christ Je sus
Him self. He broke the power of the grave, not just death as death but death in ev -
ery thing! Not just death as death but death in ev ery thing!  There is a spirit of
Death in this world like we don’t even know nor un der stand. 

The rea son peo ple love their an i mals and pets so much is so that the en -
emy can dis tract them from the fact that young peo ple should have chil dren! In -
stead they have “Fur Ba bies.” Now, I love pets as much as the next guy, but not
to re place chil dren. They don’t! The first cov e nant that God made with man
was, “Be fruit ful and mul ti ply.” Yet re al ize, there is a spirit of Death in this
world. It co mes in many forms, workaholics, “I don’t have time for a fam ily.”
Ma te ri al ism, “Well, I don’t have enough things. I’m not ready to have a
fam ily. I need to have enough money for a col lege ed u ca tion first.” We can
keep go ing. The spirit of Death takes some very sin is ter forms.

Je sus knew the spirit of Death well. He took upon Him self all of that
death, the in iq uity of us all was laid upon Him. And He did n’t just take it upon
Him self fig u ra tively. There was a weight of op pres sion! But, He did not suc -
cumb to it be cause His strat egy was nev er the less, “Not My will, but Thine be
done.” It was His re la tion ship with the Fa ther, the re la tion ship, not just a cov e -
nant- the o ret i cal re la tion ship but an ac tual re la tion ship with the Fa ther, which is 
why Je sus died for you, which is why the Shep herd’s an gels were sing ing the
night He was born. You can now talk to the Fa ther your self. You. 
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Why does the Lord ask such crazy ques tions as, “Why are you sleep ing?” 
He is en cour ag ing them, don’t do this! Don’t do it; don’t walk away from the
prob lem. “Rise and pray that you may not en ter into that kind of temp ta tion.”

And So What Is Our Strat egy? 
1)  Prayer: re la tion ship with the Lord.

2)  Sub mit ting to the will and pur poses and in tent of our Fa ther. How
can you know that? Through the Holy Spirit.

3)  Spir i tual con text: Re mem ber that you are not nat u ral peo ple. You
are spir i tual and ev ery thing that hap pens to you has a spir i tual con text. “Re ally? 
I don’t think so.” Yes, ev ery thing. He up holds all things by the Word of His
Power. What do you think is not cov ered by that state ment? Sex? Ev ery thing.
Con sid er ing this het ero sex ual world that we live in, not too long ago in the
fifty’s when one said some body was het ero sex ual that ac tu ally meant they were
over sexed (in a psy chi at ric ex am i na tion). The term does not have that mean ing
now. What do you think hap pened? Now we have het ero sex ual, ho mo sex ual,
bi-sex ual, trans sex ual, etc. Whoa. And so, when I look out at my class, twelve
stu dents to whom I am cur rently teach ing he ma tol ogy, it is amaz ing how trans -
par ent they can be. The Lord said to me, “You know you are liv ing in a het ero -
sex ual world.” I know that; I’m get ting to know them very well. Even in their
blood chem is try the dif fer ences are there, even dis eases and dis or ders and sex -
ual pro cesses. So, the Lord said, “Pe ter, why are you walk ing away from this?
Why are you ig nor ing the fact their sex is out there?” I try to treat them all the
same. The Lord said, “Don’t do that. That one is a brother. That one is a woman. 
There are hu mans dif fer ent from you as a man. You live in a het ero sex ual world,
right, Pe ter?” “Yes, Lord, I do.” What is wrong with us? The spir i tual con text is 
that we need to ac cept the sex u al ity of our fe male part ner. We need to ac cept and 
em brace the idea that  a woman is a woman and a man is a man, and the won der -
ful ness of that dif fer ence! The won der ful spiri tual ness of that dif fer ence. . . So
when a man and a woman come to gether in mar riage, it has a spir i tual con text. It 
cer tainly does. It is a type of Christ and the Church. Then we be gin to un der -
stand a lit tle bit more about the prob lems we are go ing through. Your boss,
school, par ents, the cir cum stances we find our selves in. Taxes, it does n’t mat ter
whether they are less or more.

Let me add this also for you to look around for the an gelic pres ence. It
was n’t just meant for Je sus alone to have an gels around Him. We do too. In my
own ex pe ri ence an gels don’t usu ally iden tify them selves, “Hello, I am an an -
gel.” It has hap pened but most of the time an gels shy away from iden ti fy ing
them selves by name. I’m sure they all have names; the Word says that the cre -
ator named ev ery star in heaven. God likes names! So if an gels have names, why 
aren’t they tell ing me? One time I asked my an gel, “What’s your name?” He
said, “I’m not tell ing you. That’s all you need, Pe ter, to know my name.” Why?
Be cause it would be a strong ten dency to say, “That was Ga briel or that was
‘so-and-so,’ or it was an arch an gel.” That is not what an gels are about. They are 
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about do ing and en cour ag ing you through the Spirit in what you are go ing
through. They can breathe into you Life be cause they are mes sen gers from the
Lord. You have some thing that the an gels wish they could have; you have the
Spirit of God dwell ing within you. All they have to do is fan the flames around
you, “Come on you can do this!” I am then able to re spond, “Yes. I know I can.
This is pretty tough, Lord. I don’t know any body who can do this, but You can.” 

I’m go ing to get a lit tle graphic here. I did be tween 75-100 au top sies a
year for twenty years. They are not re ally pleas ant ex pe ri ences to go through.
One time this guy who I’d been try ing to help sur vive for many weeks, about
580 pounds, was full of so much flu ids/wa ter and then he died. They took him
off the an ti bi ot ics be fore he passed, so I knew he was go ing to smell. So, now
he’s leak ing ev ery where. I had to put him on the ta ble and cut him up, etc. It
smelled. In those days we did n’t have the pu ri fied char coal fil ters that they have
now. But, as I smelled this I said to the Lord, “Do I have to do this? This is ter ri -
ble, ugly. Hor ri ble!” The Lord said, “You know, I was leak ing from ev ery place
too, but some body took care of Me, My body. It men tions that in Scrip ture. It is
not some thing to be afraid of. It is some thing you do for them.” Hey, this guy
was a vet eran Ma rine! Okay, I’m do ing it! “An gels, this way.”

Spir i tual con text, filled with power of the Holy Ghost, not in my own strength.
580 pounds? Even with body me chan ics, this is go ing to be hard to do. But God
did it. I got through it. And, I was glad I did. I was glad. I was glad some one else
did n’t have to. 

4)  Strat egy/En cour ag ing one an other: If you think that can only hap -
pen here on Sunday, you are wrong. Sun days are a great en cour age ment, but we
need one-on-one. I need two-on-one, three-on-one, I need a home group. I need
a fam ily that cares for me! When I’m wrong I need some one who cares for me
say, “You know, Pe ter, you are wrong.” “Pe ter, you’re right,” when I’m right.
We need a fam ily that is con cerned about me and my spir i tual wel fare. We need
each other. Many that are not here to day are not get ting that kind of en cour age -
ment. You are not go ing to get it on Facebook, not that way. Though there is
some en cour age ment; I have a lot of Chris tian friends. But, not one-on-one kind
of stuff that I need. There is some thing about touch, your breath and your tes ti -
mony that’s im por tant to me. Right! When you come up for prayer, it is n’t just
prayer but usu ally we lay hands on the peo ple we are pray ing for be cause a hu -
man touch is in dis pens able in our strat egy to know one an other. In a het ero sex -
ual world? Can we men tion it? Yes! Yes, you can.

Sum ma tion
First Prayer. Sec ondly sub mit ting to the Fa ther’s will, pur poses and in -

tent, spir i tual con text.Thirdly in vit ing the an gels into your life. And lastly en -
cour ag ing each other are the four prin ci ples for strat egy to over come. 

I know that in Philippians it says we are sup posed to just put on the idea
of think ing of good things. That is true. The fruit of the Spirit, why God fills us
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with His Spirit, is Love, Peace and Joy, and Long Suf fer ing. Love, Joy and
Peace and not ne glect ing Per se ver ance, Long Suf fer ing. How do you do that?
You do it by two things. First know ing Scrip ture, know ing the Word of God, not
just know ing it by read ing and mem o riz ing it, but by know ing it here in your
heart. Writ ing the Word of God on our hearts means we don’t just un der stand in -
tel lec tu ally but we un der stand and em brace it with our heart. We can only do
that by go ing through the test ing and the tri als that we have. That’s why we
“con sider it all joy.” Ap ply ing the Word of God by a word of knowl edge and
the gift of wis dom. How can we do that? The word of knowl edge is a gift of the
Spirit, along with the gift of wis dom, gifts. It is won der ful that we have the
Spirit of God! 

Psalm 28 says,  “the joy of the Lord is my strength and my shield.” “Well,
Pe ter, I’m glad that you are out in the fore front. I’m glad you are the first guy in
line. I’ll stand back here.” I don’t mind that be cause we need shields be fore and
be hind us also. Not ev ery one in Gid eon’s army were there at the be gin ning. Gid -
eon picked up 300 men out of all the mul ti tudes. But af ter they started win ning,
what hap pened?  They in vited them all in, “Come on let’s get them!” It was an
un be liev able vic tory on that day. 

Let me tell you some thing. When Je sus was think ing about what was set
be fore Him in the gar den of Geth sema ne, the Mount of Ol ives, and He turned
and said to the Fa ther, “Not My will but Thine be done,” scrip ture says He en -
dured the cross with the joy that was set be fore Him. He was think ing of you to -
day not just those dis ci ples that were alive and breath ing on that day! He was
think ing of you and your chil dren. To day as I was watch ing our chil dren wor -
ship ing the Lord, we need to see the spir i tual con text of what God is do ing in our 
midst! 

Let me di gress for a mo ment. When the Lord sends Wayne and Paul
down to Mex ico, it is n’t just the fact that they are go ing and do ing a good work.
There is a spir i tual con text that’s go ing on down there; the en emy is be ing de -
feated at his very door where the drugs come from into our coun try. The Lord is
es tab lish ing His thresh old that the en emy will not be able to cross. The en emy
will not be able to en ter this coun try. There are times when we wor ship here and
when we wor ship at home and when we share com mu nion, the en emy dares not
en ter. You can feel a spir i tual con text of what God is do ing in our midst. Is not
just nat u ral. It is a spiritual thing. 

Let me en cour age you to day. Don’t just go through this life one cir cum -
stance af ter an other, one hard ship af ter an other. Do you have one now? No, well
an other one is com ing. . . But they won’t be hard ships for you be cause you will
have strat egy, you will have an idea of the will, in tent and the pur poses of the
Fa ther. You will have an idea of the Word of God. It won’t just be some thing that 
we read and that preach ers preach. You will know it be cause you will share your
life with your broth ers and sis ters. It is some thing ab so lutely em brace able and
wonderful. Amen.
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Call to Arms!
Okay, all you sol diers. Stand up. We are go ing to stand to gether against
the schemes of the en emy, against the flam ing ar rows, the mis siles that he 
sends at us that are tar geted at cer tain parts of our lives. He knows our
weak nesses, for sure. How ever, the Lord knows them better. In our weak -
ness, He is strong! We have a strat egy this morn ing that we are stand ing
to gether as a Church. We are not iso lated peo ple. We are not iso lated
home groups, but we are stand ing to gether. We are not an iso lated min is -
try. We are stand ing to gether against the schemes of the en emy, against
all of the stuff that’s go ing on in our coun try, in our world and all this
junk that’s all around us! Lord, we em brace Your will, Your in tent, Your
pur poses in our lives in di vid u ally, in our lives in our home group, in our
lives in this Church and those that we touch. Our friends, we claim them
for You! Those that have fallen away, we ask You to bring them back!
Those who are walk ing away pur pose fully and re jected You to tally in
their spirit, Lord, we ask You to ap pre hend them. Bring them to their
knees that the scales on their eyes would fall off! They would see, with out
a doubt, Christ Je sus, our Lord. 

Lord, give us the strength to fight, not just with the shield but with the
Word of God be ing placed in our hearts. Fill us with the Holy Spirit be -
yond our ex pec ta tions, with no lim i ta tions of our own weak ness, but of
Your strength, that res ur rec tion power to over come Death wher ever we
find it. We pray in Je sus’ name. Amen.
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